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He who said, “He set up an idol” refers to a statue of Apostemos 
[which he himself set up]. 


[As to the seventeenth of Tammuz ,] who did they not designate it as a 
fast day [like the ninth Ab, i.e., a night and day fast]? 


Hinena, Abbayye of Bar Yantah in the name of R. Benaiah: “Because 
the greater part of the community [during the First Exile] did not 
accept it.” 


Said R. Joshua b. Levi, “Whatever happened on the one day [namely, 
the destruction of the first Temple on the ninth of Ab] was repeated 
again, while whatever happened on the other day [the seventeenth of 
Tammuz] did not then happen a second time [so the former was made 
a more difficult fast day.” 


Said R. Levi, “It is written, ‘[You shall therefore keep my statutes and 
my ordinances,] by doing which a man shall live: [I am the 
Lord]’ (Lev. 18:5). 


“[Now in the aftermath of a fast one’s sight is impaired,] and the sight 
[after such impairment] does not fully return for forty days. [Hence 
there cannot be a second major fast after the first, and since there are 
only three weeks between the seventeenth of Tammuz and the ninth of 
Ab, only one major fast is possible, hence, the latter.]” 


[As to the decree against the forefathers about not entering the land 
[M. 4:5C]: that is in line with the following verses of Scripture: “In the 
second year, in the second month, on the twentieth day of the month,. 
[the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle of the 

testimony] (Num. 10:11). 


And it is written, “So they set out from the mount of the Lord three 
days’ journey” (Num. 10:33). 


R. Zekhariah, son-in-law of R. Levi, [compared the matter to] children 
who run away from school and go out to the villages. [So the Israelites 
fled from the mountain of the Lord.] 


On that day they formed a great desire [cf. Num. 11:4]: “But a whole 
month, until it comes out at your nostrils [and becomes loathsome to 
you, because you have rejected the Lord who is among you and have 
wept before him, saying, ‘Why did we come forth out of 

Egypt?]’” (Num. 11:20). 


Now there were then the seven days on which Miriam was shut up: 
“So .Miriam was shut up outside the camp seven days; [and the people 


